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AUTHORS' NOTE

RE: CASTING AMATEUR PRODUCTIONS

Once On This Island is based on the cultural, religious and racial divisions found in
Haiti between the mulatto ruling class and the dark-skinned, rural peasants. Our original
production in New York was strictly cast along these racial lines and the text makes refer-
ence in several places to skin color. However, since the story also transcends the issue of
race (and there have been many wonderful multi-racial amateur productions) we've
supplied several specific text alterations* which, if need be, will allow a greater flexibility
in making casting choices while still maintaining the core ideas of prejudice and the sepa-
ration of people because of their differences.

Qur best wishes for a successful, joyous production.

Lynn Ahrens and Stephen Flaherty
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